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WELCOME TO RIMBA RAYA 
Situated on the Southern coast of Borneo, in the province of Central Kalimantan, Indonesia, one massive 
ancient forest continues to stand thanks to market-based financing. At a time of otherwise unprecedented 
destruction of Indonesian forests, Rimba Raya or ‘The Infinite Forest’ is among the world’s largest initiatives 
to protect and preserve High Conservation Value (HCV) lowland peat swamp forests - one of the most highly 
endangered ecosystems in the world. Through the SCCM, the ecosystem outcomes resulting from 
implemented peatland forest restoration efforts are recognized and supported. 

PIONEERING ENVIRONMENTAL FINANCE 
The Rimba Raya Biodiversity Reserve, developed by trailblazing project developer, InfiniteEARTH, is a living 
example of an economically viable alternative to deforestation. Value attributed to the avoidance of 
greenhouse gas emissions through the preservation and restoration of rich carbon stores in the peatlands 
and forest of the area, enables the project to finance the protection of key endangered species, contribute 
to the local economy by creating jobs and financing micro-enterprises, 
as well as provide access to clean water, efficient cookstoves, solar 
power, education and health services- all while fostering principles of 
sustainable growth amongst our local communities. To expand the 
impact of this initiative, Rimba Raya and Infinite Earth have formed a 
partnership with the Sustainable Commodities Conservation 
Mechanism (SCCM), implemented by Lestari Capital. Using this SCCM 
system, the RSPO member Eagle High Plantations has chosen this 
project to meet its RSPO commitments. Financing will flow to the 
project for a 25-year period and support additional forest management 
and peatland forest restoration efforts. The SCCM provides 
independent fiduciary oversight that ties payments to conservation 
outcomes on the ground, ensuring benefits to local communities, global 
climate and biodiversity.  

RAISING THE BAR 
The Rimba Raya project is not only a pioneer in the world of carbon 
finance, it was also the first REDD+ forest carbon project in the world to 
receive triple-gold validation under the Climate Community and 
Biodiversity Alliance Standard (CCBA) and the first REDD+ project to be 
validated under the Verified Carbon Standard (VCS). With the capacity 
to avoid over 130 million tons of carbon dioxide, it is one of the largest 



  
 

 

emission avoidance projects in the world. That’s the equivalent of removing one million cars from the world’s 
highways every year for the next 30 years. Through the SCCM, the project will receive performance-based 
financing for the next 25-years. This ongoing financing supports the rehabilitation and replanting of currently 
degraded peatland forest areas along with the monitoring and reporting on the performance of their efforts. 

CLIMATE, BIODIVERSITY, PEOPLE 

Once designated for destruction and conversion into a palm oil 
plantation, the 64,977ha area is now dedicated to the protection and 
preservation of hundreds of at-risk species-most notably the endangered 
Bornean Orangutan which has experienced a population decline of over 
50% in the last half century. 

At the same time, in order for its conservation efforts to be successful, 
Rimba Raya addresses the vital human element that drives deforestation 
– chronic poverty. Communities throughout the developing world, and 
certainly those adjacent to the project area, live a hand to mouth 
existence and are often forced to prioritize, valuing their short-term 
economic survival over long-term ecological consequences. 

Part of how this is accomplished at Rimba Raya is to provide alternative 
income streams through capacity building, investments in micro-
enterprises and programs that provide basic necessities such as access 
to clean water and affordable healthcare services. To achieve this goal, 
the project has developed a new growth/ conservation model that does 

not put the developing world’s need for economic growth at odds with our collective responsibility for 
environmental sustainability.  

Rimba Raya is also home almost 300 species of birds, 122 species of mammals, and 180 species of trees and 
plants. Project revenue funds wildlife rehabilitation programs, reforestation, community initiatives, 
environmental education programs and helps fund the Orangutan Foundation International (OFI) with 
whom they have established a long-term conservation partnership. Additionally, the project is committed 
to the protection of nearby Tanjung Puting National Park. 

SUSTAINABLE FINANCE THROUGH SCCM 

After screening potential conservation projects provided 
by the SCCM, Eagle High Plantations chose the Rimba 
Raya Project to meet its RSPO requirements. Key 
performance indicators and agreements with both 
parties were then developed. For Rimba Raya, the most 
important required outcome is continued restoration of 
peatlands and forest protection certified under the VCS 
and CCB Standard. This new support will also expand 
additional peatland forest restoration and community 
sustainability efforts such as providing water filters and 
smokeless cook stoves.  

For more information: 
http://rimba-raya.com/ 
contact@infinite-earth.com  
 


